	[image: image1.png]



	     Vacancy Open to Outside Applicants

	 
	ADDRESS (City, State and ZIP Code)
	AREA OF PROMOTION CONSIDERATION

	 
	 Human Resources Management Service (05)

 VA Medical Center, 17273 State Route 104, Chillicothe, OH  45601
	   All qualified candidates

	 
	POSITION TITLE
	SERIES AND GRADE
	SALARY RANGE
	NO. OF POSITIONS
	PROMOTION POTENTIAL TO

	  
	Polysomnographer Technician

 
	GS-649-8

  
	 GS-8 $36,626 - $47,615


	  2     

 
	 GS-8

        

	 
	LOCATION

Department of Veterans Affairs, Medical Center Chillicothe, Ohio 

Medical Surgical Specialty Care Line

	NO. OF HOURS PER WEEK :    40
 

	 
	 
	 

	CLOSING DATE

Until Filled
	FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
Nate Darden
740-773-1141Ext. 7560
	 ADITIONAL INFORMATION

 Sleep Disorders Laboratory Technician
	       

	 
	
	 
	        

	 

	 

	EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:   Actions to fill this position will not be based on discriminatory factors which are prohibited by law.

	REMARKS


	                                                                 This is a full-time position, generally Monday through Friday.   

DUTIES INCLUDE:  Incumbent serves as a polysomnographer technician to the Sleep Disorders Laboratory, Pulmonary Section, Medical/Surgical Specialty Care Line.  He/She performs technical duties utilized in the diagnosis, treatment and evaluation of sleep-wake disorders.  The incumbent performs polysomnographic recordings.  This entails carrying out electroencephalograms (EEGs), respiratory monitoring (chest and abdominal effort and nasal/oral air flow), muscle recording (EMG), electrocardiographs (ECGs), and non-invasive oximeter monitoring.  The technician must recognize and record physiological changes in the patient’s condition during the procedures.  This includes monitoring eye movement, recognizing abnormal changes, maintaining appropriate respiratory parameters (air flow via thermistors, respiratory excursions via strain gauges and transducers, oxygen saturation via an oximeter,, etc.).  He/She must recognize abnormal cardiac activity and initiate appropriate action during emergency situations.  The incumbent will be responsible for scheduling procedures and maintaining the sleep clinic schedule.  The incumbent shall instruct and insure that the patient is properly prepared for polysomnogrphic procedures.  This includes the placement of recording electrodes, strain gauges, nasal/oral thermistors, NPT gauges, respitrace transducers and oximeter probes.  He/She must monitor the patient for the duration of the recording (10-12 hour procedure).  The incumbent will analyze the full spectrum of polysomnographic parameters.  This requires knowledge and familiarity with the Rechtschaffen-Kales manual for scoring human sleep stages.  He/She must have the ability to apply scoring criteria for airflow, respiratory effort, EKG, ear oximetry, EMGs.  He/She must be familiar with sleep disorders and be able to recognize these disorders when encountered in clinical recordings.  The incumbent must be able to recognize recording artifact and perform analysis when such artifact is present.  Knowledge of sleep disorders and the use of polysomnograghic, techniques in the diagnosis of sleep disorders.  The incumbent will provide skills based on knowledge of the international 10-20 system of electrode location, as well as supplemental electrode sites such as anterior temporal, sphenoidal, nasopharyngeal and subfrontal.  The incumbent will need knowledge of the basic concepts of electricity in order to understand sources of artifacts (caused byelectrical interference) and the electronics of the instrumentation to include its abilities and limitations.  Highly detailed knowledge of and ability to operate a variety of equipment in the performance of procedures to include: Polysomnographic /Cadwell Easy-2-Sleep machines and remotely operated CPAPs and BiPAPs.The incumbent will be involved in patient education, particularly in regards to the use of continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) and Bi-level pressure (BiPAP).The incumbent shall maintain he operation and calibration of all of the equipment used in the Sleep Disorders Laboratory.  

QUALIFICATIONS:   Applicants must be serving on a career or career-conditional appointment or Veterans Recruitment Appointment (VRA).   All Title 38 employees applying for this position are covered under the Interchange Agreement, dated April 15, 2002, which is in effect for this vacancy.  Permanent VCS employees may apply for consideration under this announcement.  Applicants will need approximately 3 years of specialized experience.  For the GS-8 level, one year of specialized experience equivalent to the GS-7 level or two full years of graduate education or a masters degree in an area directly related to the work of this position.  Specialized Experience is experience in operating, supervising the operation of, or instructing in the operation of equipment related to this particular specialization.    
PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS:  Position requires periods of kneeling, bending, standing, pulling, light lifting, walking, etc.

HOW TO APPLY:  Contact the Human Resources Management Service at the VA Medical Center, Chillicothe, Ohio.  Teletphone number 740-773-1141, extension 7069 or 7560.  Contact Nate Darden   
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