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	Position(s) opening to outside candidate(s)

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Physical Therapy Assistant
	  

	 
	 
	SERIES AND GRADE
	SALARY RANGE
	NO. OF POSITIONS
	 

	      
	           
	GS-636-7

 
	GS-7, $34,383 - $43,221 pa
 
	     1
	    

	 
	LOCATION

Rehabilitation Medicine 

Department of Veterans Affairs, Medical Center, Chillicothe, Ohio
	NO. OF HOURS PER WEEK

         40       

     

	 
	 
	 

	 
	FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 
Nate Darden

740-773-1141, Ext. 7560
Ext.

7557 
	 
 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 

	 

	EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:   Actions to fill this position will not be based on discriminatory factors which are prohibited by law.

	REMARKS




	DUTIES INCLUDE:   The Physical Therapist Assistant (Clinical), PTA, works under the supervision of a Physical Therapist (PT) to provide services that promote the prevention, remediation, and rehabilitation of acute and chronic physical dysfunction.  The PTA participates with the PT in planning and implementing complex treatment programs and applies physical therapy procedures to patients under the general supervision of a PT.  Under the general direction of a PT, the PTA completes a preliminary review/examination of patient data (including medical history), compiles and organizes pertinent information, and develops/presents a patient profile to be used in assessing patient's status and ascertaining patient's need for therapy services.  The PTA performs the following major duties:  Interviews patients and caregivers to gather historical information for initial patient assessment.  Interviews patients and caregivers to gather information for ongoing patient assessment.  Observes patient's ability to perform specified tasks in order to provide preliminary assessment of information on patient's physical and functional status. Performs ongoing assessment of patient's physical and functional status. Administers standardized tests (e.g., manual muscle test, goniometry, girth measurement, vital signs).  Makes recommendations regarding patient's need for services. Identifies when patient's maximum level of function has been attained and informs the PT.  The PTA must be able to carry out a general treatment plan, must be skilled in using a wide range of treatment media, must continually assess level of performance and alter treatment proceduresaccordingly, and must be able to substitute one type of treatment media for another while still meeting the same goal--all without the immediate supervision of a PT.  The PTA must be able to judge when prosthetic devices are needed, either to initiate the necessary request or to determine whether a device requested by someone else is appropriate.

QUALIFICATIONS:  Applicants must have a career, career-conditional appointment, or be serving on a Veterans Readjustment Appointment (VRA).  All Title 38 employees applying for this position are covered under the Interchange Agreement, dated April 15, 2002, which is in effect for this vacancy.  Basic requirements:  Successful Completion of a 2 year degree from an accredited college program in Physical Therapy.  For the GS-7 level, one year of specialized experience equivalent to the GS-6 level. Specialized Experience:  Physical Therapy Assistant experience includes the full range of Physical Therapy Assistants and demonstrates the potential to perform physical therapy assistant duties independently.   
PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS:   Work includes regular and recurring physical exertion in standing, bending, kneeling, reaching, gripping, and walking.  Moderate to heavy lifting is required to assist patients and operate equipment.  Sitting is required in meetings and for conducting administrative work.  Above average agility may be desirable in defending oneself (others) against physical attack/abuse.  Work may require physical health, normal use of arms and legs, and good visual and auditory acuity.
HOW TO APPLY:  For instructions on how to apply, contact the Human Resources Management Service at the Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center at 740-773-1141, ext 7069.  
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